But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil
MONDAY JUNE 15 (Mt 5,38-42)
The Law of retaliation is the law that changed the relationships between human beings. It is abolished the law of Lamech: “Lamech said to his wives: “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; wives of Lamech, listen to my utterance: I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for bruising me. If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.” (Gen 4,23-24). It is established a great limit to vengeance. It will never surplus the received damage. Now, we are immediately after the exit of God’s people from the harsh slavery in Egypt, that happened more or less a thousand and two-hundred years before the coming in the flash of the Father’s Only Son upon this earth: “When men have a fight and hurt a pregnant woman, so that she suffers a miscarriage, but no further injury, the guilty one shall be fined as much as the woman’s husband demands of him, and he shall pay in the presence of the judges. But if injury ensues, you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. When someone strikes his male or female slave in the eye and destroys the use of the eye, he shall let the slave go free in compensation for the eye. If he knocks out a tooth of his male or female slave, he shall let the slave go free in compensation for the tooth.” (Ex 21, 22-27). It is not a perfect law. Though, it is a beginning.
With the Sirach – it has been passed more than a thousand years since the Alliance on the Sinai – it is abolished the vengeance. It is requested to every child of Abraham to be rich of forgiveness and mercy, far from hatred and rancor: “The vengeful will face the Lord’s vengeance; indeed he remembers their sins in detail. Forgive your neighbor the wrong done to you; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven. Does anyone nourish anger against another and expect healing from the LORD? Can one refuse mercy to a sinner like oneself, yet seek pardon for one’s own sins? If a mere mortal cherishes wrath, who will forgive his sins? Remember your last days and set enmity aside; remember death and decay, and cease from sin! Remember the commandments and do not be angry with your neighbor; remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook faults.” (Sir 28,1-7). The principle upon which is grounded this Law is highly supernatural. Every human being sins in front of their Lord. They necessitate of perpetual forgiveness, mercy, pity, and compassion. Can one who does not forgive request for forgiveness? Can who does not use mercy knock to the merciful heart of the Heavenly Father? Can who does not have pity for their brethren beg pity for their own sins? If the human being wants to obtain forgiveness, they must forgive. They never seek revenge, never behave as ruthless towards those who offended them. We have passed from the limited vengeance, to the non-vengeance, to forgiveness.
﻿Jesus said to his disciples: “﻿You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow.”
With Jesus the change is not only in quantity, rather it is in nature and essence. From the limited vengeance, the non-vengeance, forgiveness, and mercy there is the passage to the renounce to every our right both material and spiritual, as well physical and moral. In front of the one who is evil there is surrender. No reaction. They strike you, you turn the other cheek. They take away your tunic, you give the cloak as well. They force you walking with them for one mile, you go for two. To whom is asking, you give. To those who want to borrow, never turn your back. Can one operate the good? It can be done if there are the possibilities. Jesus transform His life as Law for every of His disciple. He let himself to be crucified, nailed, scourged, spitted, smacked, insulted, and derided. Though, always He stayed in silence, as silent sheep led to slaughter. Jesus Crucified is the absolute perfection of Love’s law. He not only let himself to be crucified, he did it also for our eternal redemption. He offered His own life for our salvation, atoning on our behalf the debt that was eternally unpayable. Only by contemplating Jesus Crucified it is possessed the full truth and the highest meaning of this love’s precept. 

Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that every Christian live this purest Law.
